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Philosophy Discussion for Unite 5.1 and Unit 5.2
Unit 5.1 DB: Epistemological Enquiry
Question: Describe the two major branches of Epistemological enquiry (Rationalism and Empiricism). Why do they differ significantly? Which do you personally prefer to use when studying a new topic or trying to determine an answer to a question?
Epistemology is described as a branch of philosophy which is devoted to studying nature sources and limits of knowledge. Rationalism claims that concepts and knowledge are gained independently (Mastin, 2008). On the other hand, empiricism explains that the sense of experience is the crucial source of all knowledge and concepts. The main dispute between rationalism and empiricism comes with concerns regarding the sources of concepts and knowledge. Rationalism is adopted from two claims, the intuition and deduction. Intuition is a form where knowledge is intellectually grasped from the proposition that it is seen (Boothby & Clough, 2017). Deduction is the process where knowledge is derived from different arguments from the content. These two claims argue that the consent of our knowledge outstrips the information that the sense of experience provides (Truncellito). Secondly, they explain how reasoning provides additional knowledge concerning a particular subject. Empiricism, on the other hand, rejects the corresponding claims of intuition or deduction. It states that our knowledge depends on experience, empiricism present complementary lines of thought they present how experience is the main source of content in terms of our knowledge (Boothby & Clough, 2017). I would prefer the use of rationalism when learning a new topic since it supports the use of reason when gaining knowledge and it is easier to cognitively absorb new concepts. I can also use this approach to derive my conclusions through valid arguments that may arise from the topic.
Unit 5.2 DB: Descartes and Locke
Question: Discuss the expression “Cogito ergo sum” from Rene Descartes, and the “Blank Slate” theory of John Locke. How do you think each of these systems relate to the concept of “First Principles” and the rational/empirical division?
[bookmark: _GoBack]Philosophers such as Descartes and John Locke have philosophical propositions that discuss epistemology. For instance, Descartes cogito, ergo sum explains that our knowledge requires certainty about the external world.  He stated that the act of doubting a person existence shows proof of the reality of a person’s mind. A person can never be sure that their sensory impression is not part of a dream and given that the mind always has substantive knowledge of a specific subject, this means that all actions through intellectuality area arrive at a certain point of knowledge conclusion (Ramiz, 2016). In John Locke’s blank slate theory, he claims that our experiences are responsible for shaping our basic instincts. It further explains that our minds are initially a blank slate at birth (Ramiz, 2016). Locke emphasizes on the importance of sensory experience and the need for self-authorship of both mind and soul. These philosophies relate to rationalism and empiricism, Locke initiates the use of innate knowledge while Descartes does not tie knowledge to experience. However, they both apply reason-center epistemology. Rationalism and empirical are joined when their views are formulated to cover the different agenda (Leighninger Jr, 2015). Rationalist and empiricists with regards to knowledge may apply the principle that states that all ideas require knowledge that needs the use of both innate knowledge and experience. The reasoning might inform people about the relation between ideas but those ideas can only be acquired on the basic sense of experience.
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